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Upcoming exhibition of the 
museum collection artworks 
from 30 June 2017 

Opening on Thursday 29 June 
at 6:30 pm

Conceived around historic artworks from the museum collection as well as new 
acquisitions, this 8th exhibition of the museum collection artworks revolves around the 
construction of narratives. Its aim is to have a look at the expressive power of artworks, at 
their ability to tell stories, to question and suggest. Quiet or talkative, discreet or 
immersive, sometime contemplative, artworks all have stories to tell. They spark emotions 
and reveal the fragility of situations while embarking us through reality, fiction or 
imagination. 

The exhibition also reflects the collection history: a long journey punctuated by 
discoveries, intuitions, encounters and reunions, which, through time, led to the 
constitution of large and significant groups of works by major artistic figures of today’s 
creation. 
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With this new exhibition of the museum 
collection, we have decided to showcase 
and highlight artworks based on their 
expressive power and intention. Because 
they all express a certain narrative power 
and a more or less obvious desire to 
communicate. It is this ability, this calling, 
but sometimes also this discretion that we 
wish to investigate and prolong in different 
modes, now and in the future.  

Artists invent stratagems, scenarios and 
schemes; they create places of projection, 
ellipses or silences in order for works to 
entice, open up or, on the contrary, keep 
their mystery- some of them being totally 
self-referential. 

Talkative, explicit, specific, discreet, 
circumspect or outspoken, they convoke a 
mode of narration and expression that 
resonates differently in each of us. 
They tell stories. They are like invitations to 
go further and elaborate. They create an 
atmosphere. But they also suggest, evoke 
or, instead, hold on. Can artworks still 
suggest someplace else since the invention 
of modernity? Are there times when telling 
stories is overlooked and exhausted, and 
others when it becomes a necessity? Are 
there emergency situations that implicitly 
entice artists to speak up and bear witness, 
and are there more speakable ones than 
others? Is our time, in the broad sense of 
the term, one when artists are part of the 
world, or is the latter always, inevitably and 
relentlessly, the same?

Do some artworks only talk about 
themselves while others do not? The –
obviously more complex- question revolves 
around the address and source of emission 
intersecting that of the receiver. 

This new showcase of the collection 
entangles these possibilities of expression, 
retention and discretion of artworks, as 
much as it questions our own capacity to 
look, investigate and inquire in a passive or 
active way. Are we able and willing to 
complete artworks and project our own 
aspirations on them? 

It is like a score made of very diverse pieces, 
from different time periods and expressive 
means, a polyphonic display in search of 
what art brings us and what we are able to 
receive. 

In order to continue history and leave stories 
open, we want to frequently rethink this 
exhibition. It will evolve in time, spark new 
relationships between artworks and rewrite 
bits and pieces of narratives around 
residency projects by Columbian artist 
Juliana Góngora, and an invitation to five 
Quebecker and Canadian artists from the 
2017 Manif ’ d’art, Biennale du Québec, 
along with three artists from the museum 
collection, Sylvie Fanchon, Jean-Christophe 
Norman and Christian Boltanski.

Alexia Fabre,
Conservatrice en chef

With works by:
Claire Adelfang, Dove Allouche, Ismaïl 
Bahri, Élisabeth Ballet, Oliver Beer, Amélie 
Bertrand, Anne Brégeaut, Elina Brotherus, 
Clément Cogitore, Stephen Dean, Sylvie 
Fanchon, Lola Gonzàlez, Benoît Maire, 
Angelika Markul, Charlotte Moth, Jean-Luc 
Moulène, Stéphanie Nava, Jean-Christophe 
Norman, Vincent Olinet, Bruno Peinado, 
Paul Pouvreau, Evariste Richer, Sophie 
Ristelhueber, Jérôme Robbe, Franck Scurti, 
Alain Séchas, Tatiana Trouvé, Jean-Luc 
Vilmouth…

Guests of the museum collection:
In the garden

— Panorama
Christian Boltanski, Mauricio Pezo,
Sofia Von Ellrichshausen

In exhibition spaces
— SAGESFEMMES
Sylvie Fanchon
— Terre à terre
Jean-Christophe Norman
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1 Claire Adelfang, Alcôve, 2011.
Silver print laminated on aluminum, 
120 × 120 × 4 cm. MAC VAL Collection - 
Musée d’art contemporain du Val-de-
Marne. Acquired with the support of 
FRAM Île-de-France.

2 Dove Allouche, Sunflower, 2015.
Tin and silver on Cibrachrome paper, 
180 × 126 cm. MAC VAL Collection - 
Musée d’art contemporain du Val-de-
Marne. © Dove Allouche.

3 Ismaïl Bahri, Foyer, 2016.
HD Video, color, sound, duration 32’.
MAC VAL Collection - Musée d’art 
contemporain du Val-de-Marne.
Acquired with the support of FRAM 
Île-de-France.

4 Élisabeth Ballet, Eyeliner, série 
« Sept pièces faciles », 2007.
Rubber and white paint, variable 
dimensions. MAC VAL Collection - 
Musée d’art contemporain du 
Val-de-Marne. Acquired with the 
support of FRAM Île-de-France.
© Adagp, Paris 2017. Photo © Marc 
Domage.

5 Oliver Beer, Composition for Two 
Pianos and an Empty Concert Hall, 
2011. HD Video, color, sound stereo, 
duration 11’53». MAC VAL Collection - 
Musée d’art contemporain du 
Val-de-Marne.

6 Amélie Bertrand, Electric Dream, 
2016. Oil on canvas, 220 × 180 cm.
MAC VAL Collection - Musée d’art 
contemporain du Val-de-Marne.
Photo © Aurélien Mole.

7 Anne Brégeaut, La Dispute, 2006. 
Earthenware, glue, 5,5 x 8 cm. 
MAC VAL Collection - Musée d’art 
contemporain du Val-de-Marne.
© Adagp, Paris 2017. Photo © Marc 
Domage.

8 Elina Brotherus, Large de vue. 
Hommage à Erik Satie (détail), 2006.
Color silver print on paper laminated on 
aluminum, frame, engraved glass.
MAC VAL Collection - Musée d’art 
contemporain du Val-de-Marne.
Acquired with the support of FRAM 
Île-de-France. © Adagp, Paris 2017. 
Photo © Jacques Faujour.

9 Clément Cogitore, We Are Legion, 
2012. Colorformer print on paper, 
100 x 120 cm. MAC VAL Collection - 
Musée d’art contemporain du Val-de-
Marne. Acquired with the support of 
FRAM Île-de-France. © Adagp, Paris 
2017.

10 Stephen Dean, Volta, 2002-2003.
Video, color, sound, duration 8’53».
MAC VAL Collection– Musée d’art 
contemporain du Val-de-Marne.

11 Sylvie Fanchon, Sans titre (Tableau 
Scotch), 2014. Acrylic on canvas, 
130 x 197 cm. MAC VAL Collection - 
Musée d’art contemporain du Val-de-
Marne. Acquired with the support of 
FRAM Île-de-France. © Adagp, Paris 
2017. Photo © Marc Domage.

12 Lola Gonzàlez, Nous, 2013.
HD Video, color, stereo sound, duration 
4’65’’. MAC VAL Collection - Musée 
d’art contemporain du Val-de-Marne.

13 Benoît Maire, Peinture de nuages, 
2015. Oil on canvas, 65 x 50 cm.
MAC VAL Collection - Musée d’art 
contemporain du Val-de-Marne.
Acquired with the support of FRAM 
Île-de-France. © Adagp, Paris 2017. 
Photo © Marc Domage.

14 Angelika Markul, Si les heures 
m’étaient comptées, 2016. Video 
Installation, black and white video, 
sound, duration 11’47’’. Soundtrack by 
Simon Ripoll-Hurier. MAC VAL 
Collection - Musée d’art contemporain 
du Val-de-Marne. Photo © DR.

15 Charlotte Moth, Living Images, 
2015. Bronze, wood, plastic, paper, 
variable dimensions. MAC VAL 
Collection - Musée d’art contemporain 
du Val-de-Marne. © Adagp, Paris 2017. 
Photo © Marc Domage.

16 Jean-Luc Moulène, La Fontaine des 
amoureux, Paris, 3 avril 2006, 2007.
Cibachrome print glued on aluminium, 
124,5 × 124,5 cm. MAC VAL Collection 
- Musée d’art contemporain du Val-de-
Marne. Acquired with the support of 
FRAM Île-de-France. © Adagp, Paris 
2017. Photo © Jacques Faujour.

17 Jean-Christophe Norman, 
Au cœur des ténèbres, 2014. Ink and 
tea on paper, diptych, 150 × 200 cm 
(each). MAC VAL Collection - Musée 
d’art contemporain du Val-de-Marne.
Acquired with the support of FRAM 
Île-de-France. Photo © Jean-
Christophe Norman.

18 Vincent Olinet, Twice Upon a Time, 
2010. Wood, glass, lamp, ropes, 
electric bulbs, 500 × 500 × 120 cm.
MAC VAL Collection - Musée d’art 
contemporain du Val-de-Marne.
Acquired with the support of FRAM 
Île-de-France. Photo © Marc Domage.

19 Bruno Peinado, Sans titre, 
Généalogie à géométrie variable, 
2004. Acrylic on laminated wood, 320 × 
600 × 120 cm. MAC VAL Collection- 
Musée d’art contemporain du Val-de-
Marne. © Adagp, Paris 2017. Photo © 
Daniel Moulinet/Palais de Tokyo, Paris.

20 Évariste Richer, Micachrome 5, 
2012. Cibachrome print, 162 × 120 cm
MAC VAL Collection- Musée d’art 
contemporain du Val-de-Marne.
Acquired with the support of FRAM 
Île-de-France. Photo © Aurélien Mole.

21 Sophie Ristelhueber, À cause de 
l’élevage de poussière, 1991-2007.
Black and white digital pigment 
printing laminated on Forex, 
155 × 190 cm. MAC VAL Collection - 
Musée d’art contemporain du Val-de-
Marne. Acquired with the support of 
FRAM Île-de-France. © Adagp, Paris 
2017.

22 Jérôme Robbe, Country Trash 
(détail), 2012. Metal structure, marble, 
painting on tarpaulin, 160 × 170 × 600 
cm. MAC VAL Collection - Musée d’art 
contemporain du Val-de-Marne.
© Adagp, Paris 2017. Photo © François 
Fernandez.

23 Franck Scurti, The Yellow Suite: 
Salaire Solaire (Sunshine), Yellow 
Landscape, The Soul of the Door, 
Judith and the Colors Catchers, 
Orchid, Miracle on Dunois Street, 
Salaire Solaire (Sunset), 2015. 
Mixed media, 300 × 900 × 90 cm. 
MAC VAL Collection - Musée d’art 
contemporain du Val-de-Marne. 
Acquired with the support of FRAM 
Île-de-France. © Adagp, Paris 2017. 
Photo © Aurélien Mole.

24 Alain Séchas, Soir rose, 2015.
Oil on canvas, 130 × 97 cm.
MAC VAL Collection - Musée d’art 
contemporain du Val-de-Marne.
Acquired with the support of FRAM 
Île-de-France. © Adagp, Paris 2017. 
Photo © Marc Domage.

25 Tatiana Trouvé, Polder, 2005.
Wood, Bakelite sheets, metal, glass 
beads, fluorescent tubes, strings, 
85 × 83 × 57 cm. MAC VAL Collection 
- Musée d’art contemporain du Val-de-
Marne. Acquired with the support of 
FRAM Île-de-France. © Adagp, Paris 
2017. Photo © Jacques Faujour.

26 Jean-Luc Vilmouth, Bar Séduire, 
1997-2004. Tables, stool, lamps, 
monitors, neon light, color video, sound, 
duration 1 h 34’34’’. MAC VAL 
Collection - Musée d’art contemporain 
du Val-de-Marne. © Adagp, Paris 2017. 
Photo © Jacques Faujour.


